
 The True Adventures of Gidon Lev: Rascal. Holocaust Survivor.
Optimist. is a quirky, and unusual take on "the Holocaust" book. Of the
15,000 children transported through or imprisoned in Theresienstadt,
fewer than 100 survived. Gidon is one of those children. He is also the
first Holocaust survivor I had ever met. 

From Prague to New York to California and back to Israel again, The
True Adventures  takes us on a journey into the depths and back up into
the sunshine of hope, love, laughter, and possibilities. Weaving Gidon’s
invaluable memories together with the cultural and historical backstory
of time and place, the book invites readers inside the process of mining
memories for truths and history for lessons.

The True Adventures of Gidon Lev offers a primer on Jewish and Israeli
history, insights into the culture of the modern state of Israel, and the
inspiration to carry on after hardship and loss. It is a book of warning and
a book of hope. 

MEET GIDON LEV

Gidon was born in Karlovy Vary,
(Karlsbad) Czechoslovakia in 1935.
When he was 6, Gidon and his family
were sent to the Terezin concentration
camp; only Gidon and his mother
survived.   After liberation, Gidon lived
in Toronto, Canada, and  in 1959,  he
came to Israel and was a kibbutznik for
many years. He served in the IDF,
married and raised five children. A
mischief maker at heart, Gidon delivers
flowers, attends political protests and
has committed at least one act of
vandalism on a political billboard. 

 Reviews:
With irreverent humor and deep insight, “The True Adventures of Gidon Lev” presents an
improbable love story --  of a man who had every reason to be bitter but instead fell in
love with life. It is also the story of a late-life romance that will make you believe in happy-
ever-after endings again. Read this wonderful book and you’ll fall in love too – with Gidon,
with Julie, with the Jewish people and the nation they created out of the abyss.  
-Yossi Klein Halevi, senior fellow, Shalom Hartman Institute, author, “Like Dreamers”

How do we remember in order to learn, and learn in order to build a better world—while
not letting the Holocaust eclipse our life-affirming purpose and values? In "The True
Adventures", truth—that is to say searching, love, humor, anger, despair, hope—is not
shrouded in dark clouds, but aglow amidst them.  Wonder of wonders, it is exactly
through this tale, a tale with the Holocaust at its essence, that a new light is shed on
Jewish possibility and purpose. 
—Rabbi Susan Silverman, author of "Casting Lots: Creating a Family in a Beautiful,
Broken World"

Gidon Lev is a shining example of humanity at its best. Read his story. (Claire S., Amazon)

I would be hard pressed to read an agonizing Holocaust story...[but this is]...a bright,
lilting, deep and thoughtful work.  (Angela W., Amazon) 

Julie Gray weaves history, culture, romance and humor into an incredible story that’s so
captivating it’s nearly impossible to stop reading it. (Karen B., Amazon) 

MEET JULIE  GRAY

Julie Gray is a native Californian who
moved to Israel in 2012. A long time
Huffington Post contributor, Julie has
also been published in The Times of
Israel, Moment Magazine, Moviemaker
Magazine and many others. In 2017,
she had the good fortune to meet and
fall for Gidon Lev, who she wants to be
when she grows up. 
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